
i Head of Moscow's
Art Theater Sees
Need ofNew Drama

Stanislawsky Says Public
Wants Vital Topics Portrayedon Stage.

Social Corrcspoiuitnc* to Tub Nbw York
HXOALD.

New York Herald Bureau, I
Berlin. Oct. II. (

THREE producers of drama stand
out conspicuously on the Continentfor originality of conceptionand for past achievement. Max

Reinhardt. Konstantln Stanislawsky
and the English master of stagecraft,
who made Stanislawsky known to the
4Utside world and Is thdtbader of them
all In originality of artistic conception.GordonCraig. The war and Bolshevismbroke their contact with each
other, and in the case of the distinguishedRussian producer and actor,
his relations with the outside wprld.
Stanislawsky was known before the

war for his brilliant interpretations of
tho classics, for his precise realism and*
for his innovations in stage setting
and lighting. Ho was in the habit of
visiting the theaters of Europe each
summer before the war, of bringing
out tho new Russian ideas and in
keeping tho Russian theaters informed
about what was going on outside.
A decade has passed since then. GordonCraig has shifted his attention front

actors to puppets, and Rclnhardt from
colossal lighting effects and moving
masses to semi-religious mystical plays,
such as those in Salzburg. Between
Stanlslawsky and the outside world has
been the Bolshevik barrier. In his years
of exclusion front the outside world,
how liave his views about the theater
changed and what does he propose to
show European capitals and America
of his Moscow Art Theater on this first
tour since the war?
Stanislawgky was seen at his hotel, a

typically metropolitan railroad hotel in
the busiest part of Berlin. Ifis daughter.Kira Constantinovka, accompanies
him with a small baby. With the bustle
in the hotel, the conservation on all sides
n|)out the disastrous rise in prices, tho
Moscow artists do not And the atmosphereas different from Moscow as
they had expected.
Rarely does a personality fill a room

or a theater as does that of Stanlslawsky.He towers In size above the smallerovercultlvated Western Europeans.
Ills size, however. Is not oppressive becauselie keeps a gracious manner, even
during rehearsals, which makes contact
with him easy.
"Geography and political barriers do

not change human nature." was Stanislawsky'simpression after playing a
week hero in Berlin. "An actor must
mako the same effort to roach his
oudienco and must meet much tho same
problems in Russia before a working
class crowd as outside.

Ifew Drama Needed.
"Tho world is on tho evo of /a new

form of drama. The war, -the subsequentmisery and new problems have
changed people's way of looking at life.
They find the old petty forms of society
drama and farce inadequate and want
something else, something real and
\ Itally connected with their problems of
existence."

Stanlslawsky was then asked how it is
Hint, plays such as those of Ostrowsky,
dealing with prosperous middlo class
life, a state which has ceased' to exist
in Russia, are so pop.tlar in working
circles, even in Bolshevik circles in Russia.Does this indicate a secret yearningfor a return to the old order?

Although a possible fac'or, Stanlslawskythought that tho determinant
factor on the popularity of a play is its
human interest, that the words and
gestures of the actors ring true.
Workmen, who through their trade

unions havo attended the Stanlslawsky
theater, have become regular and exactingtheatergoers, ac-ordlng to Stanlslawsky.At first some of tho workers
were 111 at case and snowed it, but now
they are as discriminating as tiny other
part of the theatergoing rublic. They
like tho classics and want tragedy as
well as farces. The classics have and
will still continue to Keep their popularity,according to Stanlslawsky. Jt Is
with plays by Tchecho»v. Pushkin, Tol_
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stoy and Gorky that Stanislawsky ts
making this tour.

"I would have liked to give some ot
our newer productions, but Europe wants
to see the plays which have made the
reputation of our Moscow Art Theater/'
Stanislawsky explained. "The day of
the trivial society drama is over.
People have more of a taste for tragedy,
for problems which they encounter in
their daily life. They like plays which
open to them a perspective which one
day may be theirs. The Russians especiallylike plays of a fantastic dream
world, of fairies and goblins which give
them immediate happiness and diversion.
"The revolutionary or post war

dramas have not yet been written. I
do not know myself what course the
new drama movement may take out of
the present misty marsh in which we
now wander. What part will the theater
play In the new world of realities where
the strugglo for existence is so bitter
and intense. Will tlie drama even survive?I do not luiow.

Scenery Immaterial.

"A black screen is the set which 1
most pr^er. At most a chair careful! '

chosen iff the style of the period would
suffice. The big elaborate stage sets
which are common everywhere to-dav
include everything but a place for the
actor. Cardboard and odd lighting do
not contribute to the illusion which th !

public demands. Tho actor with but
scant scenery should be able to give the
atmosphere of tho play."

"But does not this contradict your
own theories of realism, the sets you >

are using in your present tour, and the «

teachings of your friend, Gordon Craig. '

who has discarded actors altogether for '
puppets?" he was asked. 1

Stanislawsky admitted that between 1
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the producer and the audience there
must always be a compromise which assure*contact. The actor must be first
ciass to be able to give the necessary
Illusion without scenery, and such actorsare rare, hence the need (or some
scenery. Then the theatergoing public
is accustomed to it and demands a certainamount. He insists his theory is
not in contradiction with Gordon Craig's
It-cause Craig had dropped the acting
stage and taken up puppets Just as he
might sculpture or any other static art.
simply because ho could not find the
&ctors he needs.
Stanislawsky did not go so far as to

recommend eliminating all scenery. 1.ieed.ho Is as precise as ever In pic&ing
sets. In keeping with the spirit and
period of tho play.
A world tour from Russia at the presenttime was no small undertaking.

Stanislawsky said that it was his engagementIn America which mado the
trip possible. They left on a scant
month's notice. Scenery they could not
sring with them, because freight cars
were not adapted to transporting it.
I'hey did, however, bring an elaborate
wardrobe. But the passago from Petrogradto Stettin was a rough one. and
some of the trunks were damaged by
water. Stanislawsky was particularly
inxious about the passage over to
\merlca. * Would the Gulf Stream be
warm? How wide is it? Would they
jo likely to encounter much rough
weather?
The problem of playing before an

Vmerican audience in a strange language
« one which is preoccupying Stanislavvsky.How can he best get over the Jdea
5f the play. "It is not what I think,
jut what tiie man in the audience thinks,
vhich matters, and I must reach him in

liswa^j/^StanitdawskyexcÎ
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